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OuPoCo (l’Ouvroir de Poésie Combinatoire) is a system producing new sonnets 
by recombining verses from existing sonnets, following an idea 

developed by Queneau in his book Cent Mille Milliards de poèmes (1961).

The Corpus

The project is based on a corpus 
of French sonnets from the 19th 
century. We first used available 
resources available on the Web, 
especially Gutenberg, 
Wikisource and Gallica (from 
the French national library). The 
current database includes more 
than 4,000 sonnets (see 
https://github.com/clement-
plancq/oupoco-api). 

Rhyme Analysis

Rhyme analysis is performed in two steps. 
First phonetization (the process of 
transforming a word into a phonetic 
transcription) is done with eSpeak, a free 
software available on the Web 
(http://espeak.sourceforge.net), that provided 
satisfactory results. Then a series of rules 
written in Python transforms the phonetic 
transcription into a relevant format taking 
into account French versification rules. 

La Boîte à poésie, integrating the OuPoCo sonnet generator. This portable poetic 
device has been developed by Atelier Raffard-Roussel, in Paris (see 
http://www.raffard-roussel.com/fr/projets-boite-a-poesie/). 

Constraints

Several constraints have been 
implemented, to enable the reader to 
interact with the database, control the 
generation process in different ways, 
and discover 19th century French 
literature from a different and more 
playful angle. Constraints include the 
structure of the sonnet, the choices of 
authors used for generation, and the 
overall topic of the poem (love, death, 
nature or beauty)

The OuPoCo bot on Twitter, with 
examples of generated quatrains 
(currently one quatrain every 6 hours)

OuPoCo is also a web site, a Twitter bot, and a special device 
called La Boîte à poésie, imagined and created by atelier 
Raffard-Roussel. Please visit us and play with the system!

Web site: https://oupoco.org/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/oupoco_bot
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